
Mergers and acquisitions (M&A)  
in the wealth management industry.

A boom in activity

$5.9T
Global M&A volume in 
wealth management 
in 20211

296
Deals in assets and wealth 
management in 20212

Big players. 
Big deals.
Big private equity firms 
dominate RIA M&A3

Key drivers
• Operational leverage 

and scale

• Operational 
and technology 
infrastructure

• Increasing fee 
compression

• Rising cost of 
compliance

Predications for the next decade4

• Acquisition key 
for growth

• Reimagine client 
engagement

• Entering adjacent 
revenue pools

• New product offering 
for client need

The big picture

US

• 78 deals announced Q3 
2021 (all-time high)3

• 26 RIA deals in January 
2022 ($39.3 billion 
client AUM)5

UK

• 113 wealth and 
asset management 
deals in 2021 worth 
£10.5 billion6

• Banking sector deals 
up from 44 in 2020 
to 58 in 20216
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We expect to see significant volumes of 
M&A transactions continue in the wealth 
management sector in the near term.
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Important Information

The material on in this document is provided for informational purposes only, for intended recipients who are professional investors and is not for further distribution.

This information is issued and approved by SEI Investments (Europe) Ltd (“SIEL”) 1st Floor, Alphabeta, 14-18 Finsbury Square, London EC2A 1BR. 

SIEL is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the United Kingdom. While considerable care has been taken to ensure the information contained within 
this document is accurate and up-to-date, no warranty is given as to the accuracy or completeness of any information and no liability is accepted for any errors or omissions in 
such information or any action taken on the basis of this information. 

The views and opinions in this document are of SIEL only, which are subject to change. They should not be construed as investment advice.


